
 
 

NATIV ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 
 
Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple in New Brunswick, New Jersey has launched the 
Nativ Endowment Campaign that will provide the resources to create Jewish 
pathways toward connection and growth.  
 
To help answer your questions about the campaign, we have provided some frequently 
asked questions and answers. If you have additional questions or want to make a 
pledge, please contact exec@aemt.info and a campaign member will contact you. 
 

1) Question:  What does “Nativ” mean? 

Answer: Nativ is derived from the Hebrew word meaning “path.”  

2) Question:   Why are the Center and the Campaign called Nativ? 

Answer: The Campaign and the Center that it creates is envisioned as a 
pathway towards making new connections with those who are not yet 
congregants, as well as renewing, deepening, and enriching the 
connections between and with current congregants. 

 

 



 

3) Question: What is the Nativ Campaign? 

Answer:  The Nativ Campaign is a $4.5 million endowment campaign that is 
focused on achieving three overall goals: 1) endowing the Religious 
School; 2) endowing and creating “Nativ: The Center for Jewish 
Connection and Growth,” and 3) endowing the improvement and 
maintenance of AEMT’s technological infrastructure. 

4) Question: What is an endowment? 

Answer:  An endowment is a fund, typically derived from donations to a not-for-
profit organization, that will provide long-term income from its 
dividends. The endowment principal is invested, rather than expended, 
allowing for the dividends on that investment to then be expended in 
order to achieve the not-for-profit’s goals. 

5) Question: How will the funds pledged to the Nativ Campaign be spent? 
 

Answer:  The money raised on behalf of the Nativ Campaign will be used to finance 
the implementation of the plans outlined in the tripartite goals of the 
Campaign:  endowing the Religious School, endowing and creating 
“Nativ: The Center for Jewish Connection and Growth,” and endowing 
the improvement and maintenance of AEMT’s technological 
infrastructure. 

6) Question: With the world in turmoil and increasing economic pressures, is now  
     the right time for Anshe Emeth to launch a campaign?   

Answer:  Current world conditions, including increased instances of antisemitism, 
make this campaign more important now than ever before.  Across 
history, Jews have always found safety, solace, and solidarity in our 
communities.  The Nativ Center will facilitate access for both current and 
prospective congregants to the AEMT community and its myriad 
activities and opportunities.  For instance, families that need help paying 
for Religious School tuition will benefit from the reduced tuition as a 
result of the endowment, enabling their children to enroll while enhancing 
membership opportunities at AEMT. The Nativ Center will provide 
leadership and coping skills to deal with the critical issues facing the 
Jewish people in contemporary society. Finally, the Improvement and 
Maintenance of the Technological Infrastructure will enhance the 



dissemination of timely information, enhance access to programs at the 
Temple, as well as help to build community by fostering connections in 
the multiple communities in which we live and learn. 

7) Question: What factors were considered in developing the Nativ Campaign, the  
       Nativ Center, and the goals we hope to accomplish?  

Answer:  Especially important, this Campaign is not being conducted in a vacuum. 
With the help of a campaign consultant, many people within the AEMT 
family were interviewed to learn their thoughts and feelings about these 
campaign goals.  Both new and long-time members were asked about 
what they love about AEMT, what they would like to see more of, and 
what they think could be improved.  In addition, the interviews gauged 
participants’ interest in the effort and whether, at some point, they would 
consider making a financial commitment to AEMT. The responses from 
these meetings were overwhelmingly positive. It was telling to learn the 
strength of the commitment to AEMT and that our congregants are 
dedicated to ensuring its robust and dynamic future. 

8) Question: Will the Temple incur debt to implement this project? 
 

Answer:  No. The focus of the Campaign is to fund the endowment of the three 
goals outlined for the project. The funds raised from the investment of the 
endowment funds (dividends) will be used to support the implementation 
and continuation of the three goals. The Temple has also made the strategic 
decision to have its own congregants run the campaign, rather than a paid 
professional who is unfamiliar with what makes AEMT a unique, 
inclusive, and vibrant community.   

 
9) Question: Where will the Nativ Center be located? 

Answer:  Current space on the second floor that is either underutilized or not  
utilized, in addition to other similar spaces throughout the Temple will 
accommodate the many activities of the Center. 

 

 

 



10)  Question: This answered some of the questions I have, but I still have questions  
that I want to ask someone in person.  Is there someone I can talk to? 

Answer:   Of course!  There are several ways to get your Nativ Campaign questions 
answered. In addition to our website [address] that will provide you with 
specifics about each aspect of the Campaign, we have also developed a 
comprehensive brochure that provides details about the project. The 
most direct way, though, is to contact the temple office by emailing 
exec@aemt.info.  The Campaign leadership will get back to you as 
quickly as possible.  Additionally, you may contact exec@aemt.info.  

11)  Question: How long do I have to pay for my gift to the Campaign? 
 

Answer:   Pledges to the Nativ Campaign are payable over a period up to five 
years. At the time of the commitment, each donor will be asked to 
indicate the time period needed to fulfill the commitment. 

12)   Question: Is my gift tax deductible? 

Answer:   Anshe Emeth is a tax-exempt organization and all pledges to the Nativ  
Campaign are tax deductible. That said, we recommend that each 
donor consider seeking the advice of a tax or accounting professional 
to fully understand the impact of a donation.  Neither the Temple nor 
anyone associated with the campaign can give tax or accounting 
advice.  

13)  Question: Are there opportunities for me to set-up a matching gift with my       
employer?  

Answer:      Yes. Myriad employers encourage charitable donations by matching 
the gift(s) provided by their employees. Anshe Emeth encourages such 
partnerships and will provide the necessary documentation to the donor 
(employee) for the employer. 

14)  Question: How will my gift be recognized? 
 

Answer:      Naming rights and recognition opportunities are available.  If you are 
interested in such opportunities, a member of the Campaign 
Leadership Team would be happy to discuss them with you in person. 

 
 
 



15)   Question:  I give to the annual appeal every year.  How and why is this           
different? 

 
Answer:   The annual appeal is a yearly effort to help collect funds that support 

the operational budget of the Temple.  Funds from the annual appeal 
cover various costs including, but not necessarily limited to: the many 
yearly programs already being provided by the Temple; repairs to the 
building; and supporting the B’Nai Mitzvah program.   

 
The endowment is meant to support and fund the Temple, the religious 
school, and the newly-conceived Nativ Center for the foreseeable 
future without having to rely on annual fundraising and membership 
dues alone.  This is why the campaign’s motto is “the future starts 
with us.”   

 

 

 


